Walking for Pleasure Leaflets Visitor Information

ssnopscasier | oo iz \WALKING FOR PLEASURE

. Jane@oldtime.co.uk
The Wintles and Woodbatch Church Stretton-Church St. 01694 723133

Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre 01588 676000

Bishop’s Castle 2 Clun Garage 01588 640220 . ,
Bog Visitor Centre, Stiperstones 01743 792484
Lydbury North and Oakley Mynd y Cente Supersiones 01 Around Bisho p’'s Castle
BiShOp’S Castle 3 There are |nforrr_1at|on racks in most pubs and . -
shops in the villages and display boards in
Hell Hole, Acton Bank Bishop’s Castle A Wal ke IS are Welcome TOWH

and Brocton. Public Transport

Buses

BiShOp’S Castle Short Walks|| cood services from Bishop’s Castle to Shrewshury
Around the town. and Clun to Ludlow. Bus timetables are available H e I I H O e ACtO n B an
from the Visitor Information Offices. y
Clunton 1 Shuttle Buses
: operate at weekends and Bank Holiday Mondays
Bury Ditches, The_ Stepple from Easter to the end of October serving Craven A n d
and Merry Hill Arms, Bishop's Castle, Clun and Church Stretton
and giving access to the Shropshire Way, Long
Clunton 2 Mynd and Stiperstones. The Horseshoe Inn at
. Bridges on the River Onny between the Long
Clunton Coppice, Sowdley Wood Mynd and Stiperstones is the cross over point for ro C O n
and Purslow. the buses. Timetables are readily available.
. . . www.shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk . .
The starting point for the Bishop's pRai,Ways (includes part of Shropshire Way)
Castle walks is the town centre; the There is now a direct train from London to
starting point for the Clunton walks is Shrewsbury.

Craven Arms is the nearest station but difficult to
travel to and from unless Shuttles Buses are
running. Otherwise use Shrewsbury.

the Crown Inn car park

Detailed information from:
Traveline 0871 200 2233

Maps

OS Landranger 137,2 cmto 1 km,
for a detailed overview of the whole area from Ludlow to Montgomery, Knighton, Presteigne

and Church Stretton. Small roads and footpaths are all marked but not field boundaties.
OS Explorer 216, 217 and 201, 4 cm to 1 km,
for a close up with all the field boundaries of Bishop’s Castle, Welshpool and Montgomery
area with Offa’s Dyke, Kerry Ridgeway and the Stiperstones, Church Stretton and Craven
Arms with the Long Mynd and Wenlock Edge and Clun, Knighton and Presteigne with
Offa’s Dyke and the Clun Valley.
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Walk 1 Distance 3 ¥ miles

From the car park (1) turn right and right again(2). At the S

Bells follow the road left past the church and churchyard (3)

then turn right through kissing gate and along the
churchyard wall (4). Follow to the end of the wall where yc¢
will find a stile in the hedge (5). Over the stile, pass the
woodland and buildings on your left and use stile in hedge
right, beyond corner. After crossing the stile go straight
across the fields and stiles-{®) until you reach the road.

Carefully cross the road and the stile opposite and aim for
hedge to your right and cross the stile (11). Go over the st
slightly to your left in the middle of the hedge ahead (12).
straight along the left edge of the fields, over stile (13),
continue to field corner and cross a stile on the left (14).
Diagonally right and cut across the corner of the field to fin
and cross the next stile (15). Now head diagonally across
corner of the field, crossing the tractor bridge over the broc
on your way (16). Follow same direction to corner stile AN
next field (17,18) and onto road. Turn right and walk
carefully along the road a short distance. Turn right, along
Lagden Lane (signpost Colebatch) (19) Note bridge and
count 2 gates on left if on walk 2. This is the departure po
for Walk 2. Continue on road and over the crossroads at
Colebatch (21) and along the lane for ¥ mile. Turn along
next waymarked track to your right (22) Cross a bridge an
go over the stile ahead (23) onto the Shropshire Way. No

go up the hill in front. When fence appears keep it on your

right, to the stile in the corner. (24) Continue on the right
edge of the fields (25,26) until the path becomes a hedge
track (27). When track joins you from left and stile/gate
ahead, go ahead to the track over the stile. Next stile take
you in front of a series of cottages on your left (28,29) and
down the lane to the first T junction, turn right. At second
junction (red brick wall ahead) turn left (fire station now on
left and churchyard on right). At8T junction turn right to
return to main street of Bishop’s Castle.

Walk 2 Distance 6 ¥2 miles

Follow instructions for Walk 1 to point 19. After second ga
and just before the farm house garden wall, over stile on left

(20). Immediately over next stile (30). Cross field and go

over next stile and left to gates and bridge (31). After secq
gate diagonally right to middle of hedge. Over stile (32) an

same direction next 2 stiles and bridge over brook. The st
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thetwo gates (40), go through the left gate and along the edge

eTurn right along the road and then through first gate on yo

on the bridge is a good place to look right for the stile in th
fence. You need to cross the crop to that point (to right of
telegraph pole, 2 from left). (33-37) Cross stile, track and
stile. Keep going on the same line over fields to next stile
finally out through gate (or over stile) in the far corner of fig
and onto lane (38).

Turn right along lane into Brockton, a working hamlet with
small chapel. Go over the ford via the footbridge and then
take the next turn on your right (finger post) up the track

(39). Continue along the hedged track until it terminates a

the wood (Acton Bank). Continue straight ahead until you
the finger post (41) after one stile. This points down to pat
along the field edge (with hedge on left). Leave field onto
road by the gate (42).

left (43) and up the track to the top (Pant Edward) until the
track meets the edge of the wood. Turn right along the fen
until you reach stile on the left (44). This is the departure
point for Walk 3.

With your back to the stile this is a splendid viewpoi
superb views across the valley to the summit of Bur
the Iron Age Hill Fort.

Do not cross the stile but continue along the edge of the
wood, past the stone bunker and through the gate ahead

Where you cross a stile on left into a sunken theed lane
(46). Turn right down the lane, go over a stile above you
your left (47). Go along right edge of field, around left side

barn and over next stile (48). Turn right down edge of field

and over stile (49) then head diagonally left until you see the
iile YOU Stay on t

stile (50) near the left hand corner of the field. Cross the §
and bridge and bear slightly left to the next stile (51) in the
middle of the fence ahead. Keeping on the same line go q
the slope and onto the lane over the stile (52). Turn right &
after a short distance along the lane, turn left (22) Now

follow instructions for Walk 1, point 22 where the path joins

the Shropshire Way.
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gate and in front of the Goat House bearing to the right an
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45).
; eCciarry on around the field until you reach the edge of the wootNow follow the instructions from Walk 1 point (22) to return

Walk 3 Distance 8 miles
Follow instructions for Walk 2 to point 44

Turn left over the stile into the woods. Go up short path
through the trees and emerge onto open forest track wher

you turn right and then immediately left up the track ahead.
Staying on the hard track bear right at the next junction (53)

and go on to find a clearing on the rightHell Hole (54).

Looking through the clearing you see a sharp drop and ho
and slightly to the right is Bishop’s Castle.

ow go straight on along the main track which slowly
descends to forest gate and then exits onto lane (55). Tur,
right and then take the first track to the left (56) going
through gate and down track turning sharp right at the
bottom as it crosses a stream. Proceed up the track throu

through another field gate (57) across the short field and
through the gate. Bear slightly left across the next field an
through the gate in the middle of the tree line (58). Go
\,Wﬁtight on through next gate in front (59) and then follow
dge of next field and through the first gate (60). Nowv
walk along the left field edge and through the next two gat
(61/62) Go over stile into tree lined lane and out onto tarm
lane (63). Turn right, go all the way down to T junction the
left at the junction (64) and turn left up the second track (2

to Bishop’s Castle on the Shropshire Way.
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Hints to help
he
paths:

1. Away mark on a
stile, gate or gap-post
means you go over or

through and THEN
follow the direction of

the way mark.

2. Stand square in
front of the way mark
to follow it accurately.
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The Bishop’s Castle Area

Bishop’s Castleis a small and ancient marke
town with a history dating back some 800
years. The castle at the top of the towanly
a few remnants of walls remairwas built by
the Bishop's of Hereford in the ®Zentury,
thought to be a replacement of that at near
Bishop’s Moat where the motte and bailey
can still be seen. The castle site is now
covered by a picnic area with fine views of
town and countryside, a bowling green and
the Castle Hotel and gardens.

The parish church at the bottom of the tow
is Victorian with a 18 century Norman
tower. Between the two is an architectural
diverse array of old houses and shops, ma
of them medieval properties with newer
fronts! There is an interesting selection of
places to eat, drink and buy food for picnics
and more formal meals. The town has 2
breweries, at the Six Bells Inn (opposite thé
church which has a peal of 6 bells) and Jol
Roberts Brewery adjacent to The Three
Tuns Inn. The latter is over the road from
the Old Market Place, a paved area with g¢
seating overlooked by the Powys Coat of
Arms.

The House on Crutches Museum at the toq
of the High Street and The Railway and
Transport Museum nearby in School Lane,
both open at weekend from Easter to
October, help illustrate all aspects of loca
history. The Heritage Resource Centre in
Chapel Yard is the main research arm of th
museums and people trying to find out mor
about the town, area and its families. The
18h century Town Hall that dominates the
High St. is the venue for various markets.

Bishop’s Castle “Where to stay” and
“Shopping and Services Guide, Where to
eat and What to Do” leaflets are readily
available in town and from outside the
Visitor Information Centre in the High St.
along with a town leaflet which includes a
map.
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The Walks in this Leaflet

This set of three walks present a wide
variation of terrain, distance and views acr
the southern countryside of the Bishop’s
Castle area. By careful reading of the
instructions you can “mix and match” parts
the routes to form alternative walks of your
own that match your capabilities and
interests.

Walk 1

This is a relatively short and easy walk
mainly on the flat which takes you down to
Colebatch and then back to the starting po
along well defined routes.

Walk 2
Branches from Walk 1 near Colebatch acrg
the fields and water to the hamlet of

ford on a warm day. The walk continues
south-west along the wooded edge of Acto
Bank and then back up the hill to Pant
Edward for superb views back over your
route and across to Bury Ditches. Sit here
beneath Blakeridge Woods for a while and
enjoy the views. The return leg is largely
downhill and across country joining back
with Walk 1 to the west of Colebatch.

Walk 3

tracks to the sinisterly named “Hell Hole”
which presents excellent viewshot of hell
but of beautiful South Shropshire
countryside. The walk leaves Blakeridge
Wood and proceeds above Goathouse Din
to Penanheath where a gentle descent alo
the road brings you back to the final part of
Walks 1 and 2 and across the fields and
tracks back to Bishop’s Castle for a well
earned rest and refreshment.

Brockton where you can dip your feet in the

Extends Walk 2 to the west and along fores
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Other Places to Walk in the Area

Kerry Ridgeway

The ancient drovers’ route from Wales to the Midland and South of England through Bishoy

Castle. It is a bridleway with spectacular views for most of the route.

Offa’s Dyke
The major defence work built by King Offa in thé 6entury and now followed by a major

long distance path. In this area the path follows the actual dyke closely and the dyke can

clearly seen as a distinct feature on the landscape. The route is very hilly as it travels sg
Knighton, where the Offa’s Dyke Association has a centre and its headquarters.

Stapeley Hill

utt

Rugged upland summits to the north with fascinating stone circles the most famous of whicl

Mitchells Fold. Thousand of years of human activity can be seen in the landscape and t
marked trails make the historic remains easy to explore. Leaflet available.

The Stiperstones

On the other side of the A 488. The ridge of rocky, quartzite tors stands proud in the
wilderness of this moorland. This is Mary Webb country and is rich in legend and folklqg
Call at the Bog Visitor Centre (open during holidays) to find out more about this area. Tk
are many excellent walks and leaflets available.

The Long Mynd
The next ridge of upland gives great moorland walking opportunities and brilliant views
Snowdon can been seen on a clear day! Church Stretton is on the far side

Bury Ditches
One of the best preserved Iron Age hill forts in Britain is on the top of this hill covered
Forestry Commission woodland. There is sympathetic deciduous planting and lots of tra
walking and mountain biking.

Please Remember the Country Code

™Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work

™ eave livestock, crops and machinery alone.  ™Keep dogs under close control.
™Keep to public paths across farmland. ™Jse gates and stiles to cross fence
™Help to keep water clean and protect wildlife, plants and trees.

™ eave gates as you find them. ™o not make unnecessary noise.

™ ake special care on country roads. ™Guard against all risks of fire.

Farming in this area is mainly beef and lamb production with herds of cattle and flocks of
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sheep on the hillsides. There is arable land, partly to support the livestock farming. Peas a

beans are grown as manure crops to fix nitrogen.

Bulls loose in fields with cows are NOT dangerous. Cows with calves can be, especially|i

have a dog with you. Give them plenty of space and if the cows try to chase thetdbe,
dog go.
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Remember to wear suitable clothing and footwear, especially in wet weather. The climate c:

change quickly in the hills!




