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NEW TOWN CLERK FOR
BISHOP’S CASTLE

In September the Town Council bade
farewell to their Town Clerk, Madeleine
Denton, who has moved to be closer to
her family. In the interim period Tim
Ward kindly stepped in to look after the
running of the office until a replacement
Town Clerk was found. Tim did a splen-
did job for which the Town Council is
grateful.

The new Town Clerk is Mrs Diane
Malley who has previously been clerk
to Droitwich Spa Town Council,
Tanworth-in-Arden Parish Council and
Finstall Parish Council. Diane has also
provided internal audit and book keep-
ing services to 19 Town and Parish
Councils in the Worcestershire and
Solihull regions. Diane holds the
Certificate in Local Council Administra-
tion qualification which is required to
enable the Town Council to remain as a
Quality Council.

Whilst Diane is working her three
months notice period with her former
employer the Town Hall will be open on
Monday and Tuesday mornings, how-
ever after 1st February this will change
to Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.
The office will be open between 9.30
am—12.30 pm to view plans or if you
have any other enquiries. Alternatively
the office can be contacted by telephone
01588 638141. (There is an answer
phone) or email:
townclerk@bishopscastle.co.uk

TOWN COUNCIL SUCCESS IN

LOTTERY BID
Members of the Town Council are cele-
brating after their success in securing
funding from Awards For All of £7,000
and £9,431 from the Low Carbon Build-
ings Programme thanks to all the hard
work by CllIr Hird. The grants will pay
for the installation of two photovoltaic
cells on the roof of the Town Hall. The
proposed micro generation technology
will generate 3.24 kWp of low carbon
electricity. Inside the Town Hall will be
a wall mounted display unit which will
show the “green’ electricity being gener-
ated at any time during the daylight
hours, the amount of carbon dioxide
emissions no longer being emitted be-
cause the Town Hall is using sustainable
electricity and the total number of elec-
tricity units generated to date. It is hoped
a further grant will be available from the
Community Sustainable Energy Pro-
gramme to complete the project.

TOWN COUNCIL AGREE BUDGET FOR
2010/11 FINANCIAL YEAR
At the January 2010 Town Council meeting the
Council approved it's budget for the forthcoming
financial year. Even though the Council has agreed
to increase the budget for maintenance of the play-
ing fields, with careful management of the finances
the Council has been able to retain the precept
(Town Council’s part of the Council Tax) at the
same level as the current year which is £44,320.
The good news is that because the Council Tax
Base for the town has actually increased, this will
mean that every household will pay a smaller
amount towards this part of the Council Tax.

This newsletter contains a questionnaire for residents to
complete about renewing the Town Plan. Further copies
can be obtained from the library and Enterprise House.




What’s happening to the Town Hall? — Well that’s for you to decide!!

Something has to be done, as the building needs essential repairs and conservation work, to keep it a feature
of the town for another 250 years. Drawing on ideas from local people and expert advice, a team has been
working on several options looking at the current usage, potential usage and the costs.

Option 1 - Do just the essential repairs

Pros Cons

*The building can be made safe for the present from within *This does not provide resources for the major problems
the Town Council’s set aside budget for the Town Hall of which may take the building beyond repair

about £60,000 *Once the £60,000 is spent, maintenance of the building
*Current commercial users will not be inconvenienced: the will have to come from the Town Council’s share of the
Friday market will stay as it is, income from which is about Council Tax

£2,760 per annum. *1t fails to unlock this historic treasure, which could enrich
*No additional work for Councillors and others to secure ex- the lives of both local people and visitors

tra funds. *1t does not address the problem of disabled access
*Work is already in hand to repair the roof and install photo- *The lack of disabled access may cause the Council &
voltaic cells. Clerk to decide to move

*Funds for disabled access could be raised from other sources | *It does not improve facilities and attract new uses.

Option 2 — Go for a major change to the building

Pros Cons

*The Heritage Lottery Fund can give large grants to conserve | *Getting a grant to repair the building is a long process,

the building, improve the toilets and heating, get disabled requires a dedicated team and is not guaranteed.

access and create many learning opportunities including heri- | *It may mean not having the Friday market in the building -
tage displays and events. moving it to another venue or week day.

*The Council & Clerk do not move The cost is estimated to be £600,000 -700,000

*Opportunities exist for new and innovative uses of the build-
ing, generating income estimated at £25,000.

*Once running costs are covered additional income can be set
aside for on-going maintenance

*The building is put into good condition for the long term.

Option 3 — Do option 2 over a number of years

Pros Cons
*More choice over what is done when *May not get a team to work over such a period.
*The cost and effort is spread over a longer period of time. *Multiple grants would have to be sought and/ or the rates in-
*Disruption to current users may be easier to manage - the creased
Friday market would be around longer *Prioritising will be difficult and each project will cost more
*The building is put into good condition for the long term than if combined in a whole one

*Potential users may find other venues

From February 1° there will be displays explaining these options at

1. SpArC
2. Enterprise House
3. Community College Bishop’s Castle

And information will be on the Town Council pages of the Bishop’s Castle website
www.bishopscastle.co.uk

A public consultation event will be held on 23" February 2010
At the Public Hall
At 7.15 pm
Preceded by an exhibition from 12.00 to 6.00 pm when team members will be around to capture your views if
you are unable to make the evening event

Please get involved in the public consultation process and look at the information gathered so far. You might be the
inspired person who can unravel the issues and supply a solution that suits everyone. Or you might have a few hun-
dred thousand pounds to invest.....



GRANTS AWARDED TO GROUPS TO

BENEFIT TOWN’S RESIDENTS
The December meeting of the Town Council saw
discussion on several grant applications received
by the Town Council. The following grants were
awarded:-

Bishops Castle Heritage Resource Centre: £200 to
the museum and £200 to the Resources centre;
West Shropshire Talking Newspaper,£50;

Castle Land Trust, £400;

Christmas Lights Committee, £500;

Marie Curie Cancer Care, £50.

COMMUNITY LITTER PICK DAY
A Community litter pick took place on 16"
December where kind hearted members of the
public joined Deputy Mayor of Bishop's Castle
Town Council Clir Jane Carroll, Shropshire
Member ClIr Peter Phillips and a team from
Shropshire Council. All the town centre and core
residential areas were litter picked including some
privately maintained land rights of way. 27 sacks
were collected and the equivalent of an additional
three bags of large items including a deck chair,
steering wheel, wire mesh and carpet.

Heidi Steele, Street Scene Technical Support
Officer said *“1 am grateful to local businesses for
their support by displaying posters. There will be
a future litter pick but the date is unknown as yet.
Each month a different market town is litter
picked in this way in addition to the usual street
cleaning. If a voluntary group would like to bor-
row equipment free of charge, they just need to
get in touch and let me know. If there is a good
response from peo- e

ple wishing to be Ck
notified to join the
next litter pick
event, then I'm sure
one could be ar-
ranged sooner.”
Heidi can be con-
tacted on tele-
phone 0345 678

Public Volunteers , ClIr Phillips and Street Scene
Officers.
Photograph courtesy of Shropshire Council

PLANNING APPLICATION TO HAINING
CROFT

There were several members of the public attend-
ing the December Town Council meeting who
were opposed to the planning application for 11
residential units at Haining Croft, Church Lane.
Representations were made to the Town Council
by a member of the public. The Town Council
made objection to the application on the grounds
that by virtue of scale, grouping and mass of the
proposals there will be over development the site.
There will be an impact upon the level of traffic
generated along Church Lane in terms of safety
and general nuisance and upon open nature of the
site, its setting and mature tree cover to the extent
that it would be harmful to and not respect the
character and appearance of the area. It is consid-
ered that the limited visibility and width of the ap-
proach road to the site is inadequate to serve the
number of dwellings proposed and could lead to
dangerous conditions on the highway for both pe-
destrians and vehicular traffic. The drainage pro-
posals are not practical, they propose to discharge
surface water into a private ditch which is already
at capacity. The matter is now being considered by
Shropshire Council.

SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL CUSTOMER FIRST POINT
The Customer First Point for Shropshire Council is located in
Enterprise House, open Mon/Tues/Fri 9.30am to 3pm. This is
a local point to access Shropshire Council Services for every-
one such as issuing concessionary travel bus passes and rail
vouchers; registration on the Link bus service; you can col-
lect application forms for blue badges which can then be
issued from there once granted. The office can give out in-
formation on waste and recycling or report missed waste
collections; they can also report things like pot holes or faulty
street lighting, street cleansing requests, and fly tipping. Non
cash payments can be made at this point.

Markets in The Town Hall
Throughout the year there are several markets run in
the Town Hall; a Farmer’s Market is held every 3rd
Saturday in the month; a Flea market is held every 1st
Saturday in the month; and there is a Friday market
held on every Friday.

Easter Craft Fair

If you are interested in having a stall for an Easter
Craft Fair on Easter Monday 5th April, then contact
Diane Malley on 01588 638141

Walk to raise money for Shropshire Mind
Shropshire Mind is a mental health charity run by vol-
unteers who befriend those in times of need, personal
duress and loss. They also offer education and personal
support for those going through periods of mental and
emotional discomfort in their lives. Susan Morgan of
Shropshire Mind is organising a fund-raising charity
walk on 15 May 2010. Monies raised will help with the
expense of maintaining facilities in Shrewsbury, Lud-
low, Whitchurch and in starting projects in other com-
munities. Susan said “The walks start from the Shrop-
shire Hills Discovery Centre in Craven Arms. You can
choose between 3 walks with stunning scenery along
the Shropshire Way. It's a great day out for all the
family”.

For further information and to download registration
and sponsorship forms, please visit
www.shropshiremind.org or call us on 01743 368647.'




From 1st February the Town Clerk’s Office is open in the Town Hall, Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9.30am
to 12.30pm where plans can be viewed. Pop in if you have any queries connected with the Town.

ENTERPRISE HOUSE,

BISHOP’S CASTLE

PC/MAC Training
Photocopying, colour printing
PC Hire, Faxing, Laminating, Binding
Scanning, Camera to CD
Station Street, Bishop’s Castle, SY2 5AQ
Tel/Fax: 01588 638038
email: enterprise.house@bishopscastle.co.uk
www.bishopscastle.co.uk

THE ®PTICIAN

25 High Street, Bishops Castle
Eve Examinations . Contact Lenses
High Quality Digital Retinal Photography

Wide range of traditional & designer frames
Open Mon - Sat , Late night Friduy opening untd 7pm

01588 63 88 33

It's dlear Lo see why so many people come to us by recommendation

‘MedlicottSnows)

Solicitors

~ Country Property Specialists ~

~ Your local Home Information Pack Providers ~
~ Home visits by arrangement ~

The Old Picture House

Bishop's Castle

7 Wyclwm Place
Knighton

4 01588 638 425 W 01547 528 332

& solicitors@medlicottsnows.co.uk
Also by appointment at Clun and Leintwardine /

PETER PHILLIPS
Shropshire Councillor
Tel: 01588 650625
Fax: 01588 650512
email: peter.phillips@shropshire.gov.uk

Castle Cars
Station Street Bishops Castle

01588 638072

Sales of Quality Pre Owned \Vehicles
Fully Serviced & Guaranteed
MOT Preparation ~ Servicing ~ Repairs

www.castlecarsbishopscastle.co.uk

Eyelevel Display Ltd
Exhibition & Display Graphics, Banners,
Signs, Window & Vehicle Graphics

Posters and lots more.
Call at 18 Market Square Bishop’s Castle
Or Tel: 01588 630200
Email: sue@eyelevel-displays.co.uk
www.eyelevel-displays.co.uk

Jilly Evans — Heather
AC.OH,ART,SPDA,Bowtech,N.S.T.

20 Years as a fully qualified practitioner
Neuro-Muscular Massage + Deep Tissue Aromatherapy
With Thai Massage Stretches Advanced Reflexology
Bowen Technique and NST. NLP. EFT
For most of your physical
Or emotional healing needs

Call Jilly for an appointment or further info
On 01588 638 935

Eighteen Market Square

Handbags, jewellery, gifts & cards
Also the home of Oak & Rope,
original, solid oak, locally made, furniture
and kitchen units.

Tel: 01588 630200

NORMAN JONES Station St.
Domestic appliance repairs

— Same day/next day service
Open Mon2.30 - 5.00
Fri 10.00-1.00 and 2.30-5.00
Sat 10.00-1.00
01588 638 677  or 07971 252069

Washers: New and Used Sales and Service
Vacuum Cleaner Repairs: Bags & Belts etc.

We give a prompt, reliable serviceAll guaranteed

@OTTLED GA_, ARDEN SHo,
Wo sell everything you
We deliver every FRIDAY
(sooner if urgent) need for your
Free delivery within 3 miles flower / vugehble garden

47kg propane £46.71 Grasd
19kg propane £21.27
13kg butane £16.34

(eurrent prices inc VAT as at 1.3.09)

seed, Mower seeds, vegetable seeds,
seed potatoes, onion sets, peas, beans
compost, gro-bags, bird nuts
fertilisers / pest control, hoses.
Hozelock water fittings .tools and

Other sizes available.

. gloves
and waterproofs ete.

for
party beers delivered
direct to your door
01588 638 392
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www. threetunsbrewery  .co.uk
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Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapist practicing in Bishops Castle
Clare Williams Dip Shi, RCST
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@‘?ANIOSACRAL THERAPY
\Helping the, body to-heal itself, for both

3 —\/ ) acute & <hronic conditions

— = L

To arrange an appointment, or to find out how CST could help you
telephone Clare on: 01588 638 182 or 07817382 6417
clarewilliamsO09@btinternet.com




