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MAYOR ’S ANNUAL  REPORT 
 

Councillor Keith Pinches was re-elected to 
Mayor at the Annual Town Council Meeting in 
May. His wife, Gaynor Pinches, will be the 
Mayoress.  The Mayoral Civic Service was held 
on Sunday 5th June 2011, the Mayor would like 
to extend his thanks and gratitude to Reverend 
Stephanie Fountain for the service and to all 
those that assisted in the parade or attended the 
service.  
The Annual Mayor’s Address: 
“The Council received good news in March regarding the 
renovation of the historic Town Hall. It received a first 
round pass from the Heritage Lottery Fund bringing a 
grant of £56,500 towards the final phase of the develop-
ment fund and an additional £35,000 has been granted by 
Shropshire’s Market Town Revitalisation Fund.  We have 
great confidence that this special building will enjoy the 
continued support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and that 
of other funders.  I would like to thank Evelyn Bowles 
and Richard Moulson for their continued work on the 
project and the historical and heritage input from Patricia 
Theobold and the volunteers at Bishops Castle Heritage 
Research Centre. Last year has been an interesting one, 
the roof of the Town Hall has been made weather proof, 
the clock tower has been repaired and repainted, a new 
flag pole has been erected.  In addition to the Union Flag 
we now have a Town Flag which can be hired for £5 to be 
flown for celebrations.  The Council Chamber windows 
have been repaired and repainted and the loft has been 
insulated. A new 3.24kwp solar system that has been in-
stalled which will provide the council with a guaranteed 
25 year income.” 
The Mayor touched on the ongoing topic of the Biomass 
Power Project reporting that the Council deferred signing 
the Shropshire Charter in response of the lack of support 
from Shropshire Council. Shropshire Council is being 
pressed to confirm that the Inspectors conditions relating 
to the Biomass will be rigorously enforced. He announced 
that the Town Council is in negotiations with Shropshire 
Council to purchase a lease on some of the land remain-
ing at Crowgate (now signed by the Town Council).   
The Mayor described his recent visit to the newly refur-
bished Hospital and how impressed he was with the im-
provements and facilities that can now be provided.  He 
congratulated the Bishops Castle and District Land Trust 
on the completion of two new affordable homes in town.  
He announced that the Farmers Market has produced ex-
cellent profits and that the introduction of Table Top 
Sales and Craft Fairs have received good support.   

He mentioned the success of the rejuvenated Mayor’s 
Ball which saw 123 people attend and £600 raised for the 
Bishops Castle Community Hospital Equipment Fund. 
The Mayor wished to thank his fellow councillors for 
their time and hard work; Diane and Nikki for the effi-
cient running of the Council office; Chris Robinson and 
the clock winders; Ian Holton, for cleaning the cobbles; 
Mike Shanahan for being such an excellent Ambassador 
for our town . 
He paid thanks to all the people involved in various com-
mittees in the town organising festivals and events such 
as the Triathlon, Carnival, Michaelmas Fair, Walking 
Groups, Christmas Lights, Beer Festival, Craft Fairs, 
Land Trust Events, Exhibitions etc. The events all help 
our economy and make Bishops Castle the unique Market 
town it is. He extended his thanks those volunteers who 
work in the community with Meals on Wheels, First Re-
sponding and at the church and hospital and anyone who 
helps our residents in anyway. 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS  
 

Dates for future Town Council Meetings are: 
�x�� 16th August 2011 
�x�� 13th September 2011 
�x�� 11th October 2011 
�x�� 8th November 2011 
�x�� 6th December 2011 
All meetings are on Tuesday evenings, starting at 8.00 
pm and are held in the Council Chamber of the Town 
Hall. Any plans for discussion during the meeting are 
available for inspection from 7.40 pm. 
Agendas and minutes of meetings are available on the 
website at www.bishopscastle.co.uk/council/ 
 

TOWN COUNCILLORS  
 

Your Town Councillors are: 
Keith Pinches - Mayor 
Jane Carroll - Deputy Mayor 
Karen Bavastock 
Steve Farr 
Malcolm Furber 
Neil Hird 
Mary Holton 
Julie Magill 
Paula Middleton 
John Morris 
Dr Penney 
Jock Wright 
Town Clerk - Diane Malley 
Assistant Clerk - Nikki Rodick 
T: 01588 638141 E: townclerk@bishopscastle.co.uk 



 
 

 

PROGRESS WITH BISHOP’S CASTLE 
TOWN HALL RENOVATION PROJECT   

The Town Hall project has entered its development phase. 
Using funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund and Shrop-
shire Council, Project Manager Sam Hine has been appointed 
along with conservation architect, Philip Belchere. Between 
them they have a tremendous range of relevant experience 
and the project team drawn from the Town Council, BC 
Tourism Company and BC Heritage Resource Centre have 
every confidence in their ability to deliver a robust set of 
plans. 
The major funder of this project will be the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, but the larger the pot of match funding which we can 
put on the table, the greater the chance that the major funding 
will be secured. Target 250 fundraisers are concentrating 
efforts currently on bringing in the funds pledged so far, so 
that future projections are firmly based. If you have pledged 
funds and feel you are able to make good that pledge, the 
Town Clerk will be pleased to hear from you. There are no 
plans to set up an umbrella charitable body, so there is no 
need for individuals to delay their donations to allow for Gift 
Aid to be claimed.  
Please consider a straight donation - of ANY amount! - or, if 
you are a member of a local organisation, perhaps you’d like 
to arrange a fundraising event. You will be in good company, 
there have been a number of very varied and enjoyable activi-
ties already. Remember that the Town Hall can be booked 
FREE of charge for these events, and that the Town Clerk 
would like to hear of your plans and will help publicise them. 
Contact Diane or Nikki on 01588 638 141 or email town-
clerk@bishopscastle.co.uk. 
Cheque payments should be made out to Town Hall  
Renovation Fund and sent to the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, Bishop’s Castle, SY9 5BG. Internet bank  
transfers can be made to this dedicated account: Town Hall 
Renovation Fund,  sort code 40-12-02, account no. 
81240307. Thank you. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW TOWN 
COUNCILLOR  

 

Bishop’s Castle Town Council 
would like to welcome Karen Ba-
vastock as our newest member fol-
lowing her election on 21st July.  
Karen is a local person – born and 
lived locally all her life and educated 
at the High School (now community 
college).  When she left school she joined the local 
Training Scheme then based in Bishops Castle and 
eventually became a Regional Training Co-ordinator 
working with employers and young people in South 
Shropshire to offer  
training and job skills through Youth Training and 
Modern Apprenticeships. She then eventually worked 
on other projects in Shropshire and beyond. She jointly 
runs Union Street Garage in the town which was an  
established business and has been there full time since 
2001, firstly as a partner and now a director. Karen is 
chairman of the Bishops Castle Group and chairman 
and founder member of Longmynd Vintage Vehicle 
Club. In addition she is a member of Civic Society, 
Friends of Stone House Hospital and a shareholder in 
Community Land Trust. 

DOG FOULING  
 

Over recent months the Council have received a number 
of complaints regarding dog fouling in and around the 
town. Please can we remind all dog owners that they are 
required by law to clean up after their dogs.  Failure to do 
so can result in a fixed penalty notice being issued or pos-
sible prosecution.  A street cleansing warden visits the 
area weekly and can issue on the spot penalties for dog 
fouling and littering.   
You can report incidents of dog fouling by calling Shrop-
shire Council on 0345 678 9006 or visiting their website 
at www.shropshiregov.co.uk under the environmental 
maintenance section where you can complete an online 
report form. 

Please help keep our beautiful town clean. 

BISHOPS CASTLE COMMUNITY LAND 
TRUST HOUSES COMPLETED 

 

Bishops Castle Land Trust is delighted to announce the 
completion of their two brand new affordable, energy  
efficient houses located at the Kings Head Yard. The 
houses are available to  individuals local to Bishop’s  
Castle. The develop-
ment was officially 
opened by the    Mayor 
who believes that the 
project sets an impor-
tant and excit-
ing precedent and dem-
onstrates that we can 
work together, and be a 
part of an asset-based 
approach to development, one that will stand us in good 
stead in future years.  

BISHOPS CASTLE ARTISTS’  
TRAVELLING EXHIBITION  

 
This idea began with a challenge to local maker of knitted 
creations, Nigel Holgate, to ‘knit a Town Hall’. It was de-
cided to display the handiwork in the window of local 
café, Acanthus. Originally this creation was to be raffled 
singly, but as several other local artists and makers have 
contributed pieces to raise funds for the Town Hall, the 
plan of a travelling exhibition and Prize Draw in which all 
the pieces will be prizes was developed. Some of these 
pieces are displayed on the premises at Acanthus where 
Prize Draw tickets will soon be available at £2. When all 
the pieces are assembled they will tour other venues in the 
region, such as the Ludlow Assembly Rooms, Theatre 
Severn and the Discovery Centre. The exhibition will raise 
awareness in the region of the Town Hall project in 
Bishop’s Castle and of the community’s efforts to support 
it, as well as allowing a much wider audience to partici-
pate in the purchase of tickets. The draw itself will take 
place early next year as part of the planned Bishop’s Cas-
tle Arts Festival in February. If you wish to reserve tickets 
you can leave your details with the staff at Acanthus now 
and tickets will be sent out as soon as they are available. 



TWINNING ASSOCIATION  
 

Bishop's Castle Town Twinning Association is hold-
ing a cheese and wine party at Bishop's Castle Library 
on Thursday September 15 at 7pm. The evening will 
have a distinctly French accent, with French cheese 
and wine on offer, together with a chance to find out 
more about Bishop's Castle’s twin town of St Marcel. 
A short coach visit to St Marcel, which is in Nor-
mandy, is planned for the spring of 2012. The Twin-
ning Association hopes Bishop's Castle residents will 
take the opportunity to cross the channel for a few 
days in France. St Marcel is on the River Seine, just 
across the bridge from Monet’s garden in Giverny. 
Rouen, Versailles and Paris are all nearby and people 
who have already stayed in St Marcel will be talking 
about their visits during the cheese and wine evening. 
Slides and pictures of the area will also be on show. 
Groups from the Bishop's Castle Arts Society, Castle 
Artists, Junior Football Club, the Community Choir 
and the Community College have already visited the 
town over the years and Tony Martin, the new Twin-
ning Association chairman hopes to widen interest 
with a springtime visit. Everyone is very welcome to 
come along on September 15 and to find out more call 
01588 680445.  

DIAL A RIDE  
 

Dial a Ride are pleased to announce the arrival of a 
second bus.  Dial a Ride offers an accessible bus ser-
vice for anyone with a transport needs.  It is operated 
by the Bishops Castle & District Community Trans-
port Group with financial support from Shropshire 
Council. The new bus can be hired privately using 
your own driver or a ’Dial a Ride’ driver.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER OF ELECTORS 2012 
 

Every autumn, the Electoral Registration Officer for 
Shropshire Council is required, by law, to contact all 
residential properties to obtain the names of people 
living at each property, so that an up-to-date Register 
of Electors can be published on 1st December.  Shrop-
shire Council will begin the canvass of properties by 
sending a form to every known property at the end of 
August.   
If the information on the form is incorrect make all the 
necessary changes, sign the form and send it back to 
us in the envelope provided.  If there are no changes to 
be made you can either use the freephone, SMS or 
internet registration service or if you prefer you can 
sign the form and post it back.  If you do not return the 
form as soon as possible a reminder will be sent out in 
October and in some instances those properties not 
responding may be visited by one of our personal can-
vassers. 
Whilst the primary use of the Register of Electors is to 
ensure people can vote in elections, the Register is 
also used by Credit Reference Agencies to check peo-
ple’s identities when they apply for credit.  Anyone 
wanting to open a bank account or trying to obtain 
personal finance for any reason, should make sure that 
their details are included on the Register.  
Further information about the annual canvass is avail-
a b l e  o n  t h e  C ou nc i l ’ s  w e b s i t e  – 
www.shropshire.gov.uk.  Should you have any que-
ries, or need help in completing the form, please con-
tact the Electoral Services Office on 0345 678 9015 or 
by e-mail to registration@shropshire.gov.uk. 

 

HOME FROM HOSPITAL SERVICE  
 

This service is provided free to residents receiving hospi-
tal treatment to assist the resident to stay in their own 
home where possible. The service could provide practical 
support such as shopping and paying bills, having your 
prescription picked up from the GP, medicines collected 
from the pharmacist or having social visits. The home 
from hospital service is provided free to residents over the 
age of 60 who live in South Shropshire. For further infor-
mation contact Age Uk  on telephone 01584 878046. 

GRAND HARVEST PRODUCE SALE 
 

Saturday 29th October 2011 From 10am to 
4pm in the Town Hall. Proceeds from the sale 
will go to the Town Hall Renovation Project. 
We need donations of Cakes, Jams, Pickles, Vegeta-
bles, Fruit and any other produce you would like to 
donate.  Please deliver your produce to Sue Wilmer, 
18 Market Square between 21st and 28th October or to 
the Town Hall between 9am 10am on the 29th Octo-
ber. Thank you. 

             SHORT COMMUNITY WALKS                
Would you like to join a new social walking group that does 
short walks (20 to 60 minutes) or would you like to see one 
started for Bishops Castle? If so come along to a short com-
munity meeting upstairs at the Three Tuns pub at 6pm on 
Wednesday 24th August, tea and coffee provided. Walking 
is free and almost anyone can do it, but often groups doing 
short walks don’t exist. Being in a group with trained volun-
teer walk leaders makes for a supportive and social experi-
ence where everyone has fun and feels better for it. Each 
walk usually has 2 leaders – front and back so no one gets 
lost or left behind. The walks are open to all ages and abili-
ties, and are ideal if you aren’t very active, have a health 
condition such as diabetes or high blood pressure, or are 
recovering from an illness. They are also simply a great way 
to enjoy other peoples' company whilst out in the fresh air. 
So come along to find out more or to help support a new 
group for Bishops Castle. If you cannot make the meeting 
and would like to comment or would like more information, 
contact Ian Pearmain: ian.walkingforhealth@gmail.com /                
01694 722077. 

CHARITY FASHION SHOW  
 

Congratulations to Castle Brides, Eliza Scott, Emma West 
Hair, Jane’s Petals, Gifts Top to Toe and Vidmatt for put-
ting on an evening of excellent entertainment which took 
place at the Sparc Centre Theatre on the 6th May.  Over 
£600 was raised on the night which will be donated to the 
British Heart Foundation and the Community Hospital in 
Bishops Castle.  The businesses concerned are hoping to 
make this fashion show an annual event 



The Town Clerk’s Office is open in the Town Hall, Monday to Friday  9.30am to 12.30pm where plans can 
be viewed.   Pop in if you have any queries connected with the Town. 

 

MEDLICOTT SNOWS 
SOLICITORS 

  The Old Picture House, Bishop Castle ��  01588 638425  
7 Wylcwm Place,Knighton ��  01547 528332 

 

Also by appointment at Clun and Leintwardine  
Email: solicitors@medlicottsnows.co.uk 

Web: www.medlicottsnows.co.uk 
Home visits by arrangement 

 
PETER PHILLIPS  

Shropshire Councillor  
Tel: 01588 650625 
Fax: 01588 650512 

email: peter.phillips@shropshire.gov.uk 

Castle Cars  
Station Street Bishops Castle  

01588 638072  
Sales of Quality Pre Owned Vehicles  

Fully Serviced & Guaranteed 
MOT Preparation ~ Servicing ~ Repairs 

www.castlecarsbishopscastle.co.uk 

Oak & Rope  
9 Market Square 

 

Original, locally crafted 
solid oak, ash & walnut furniture 

 
Tel: 01588 630200 

Jilly Evans - Heather  
 

A.C.O.H., A.R.T., S.P.D.A., Bowtech, N.S.T.  
 

21 Years as a fully qualified practitioner  
Neuro-Muscular Massage + Deep Tissue Aromatherapy 
With Thai Massage Stretches   Advanced Reflexology 

Bowen  Technique and NST. NLP. EFT 
For most of your physical  

Or emotional healing needs 
 

Call Jilly for an appointment or further info  
On 01588 638 935 

 

Eighteen Market Square 
Handbags, jewellery, gifts & cards 

 
New stock arriving all the time   

Tel: 01588 630200 
email: suewillmer@mac.com 

 NORMAN JONES Station St. 
    Domestic appliance repairs  
      Same day/next day service  
Open    Mon 2.30  -  5.00                   
             Fri     10.00-1.00 and 2.30 -5.00           
            Sat    10.00-1.00              
01588 638 677       or  07971 252069  

Washers:     New and Used Sales and Service  
Vacuum Cleaner Repairs: Bags & Belts etc.  

  We give a prompt, reliable service.      All guaranteed 

for  
party beers delivered 

direct to your door  
01588 638 392  

 

www. threetunsbrewery .co.uk  

 LudloShropshire Mobility Limited  
www.shropshiremobility.co.uk 

Call 01584 838430 
-Friday 9.30 -4.00 pm 

Market Square. 01588 638318  
We have Shropshire’s largest  

Stock of Classical Cds  

 
We deliver every FRIDAY

(sooner if urgent) 
Free delivery within 3 miles 

47kg Propane  
19kg Propane  
13kg Butane  

Please call for current prices 
Other sizes available. 

 
 

 
SUPPLIERS OF 

Grass seed,  Hozelock water  fittings, tools, 
Wheelbarrows,  and waterproofs etc. 
Sales and Service of Lawn Mowers,  

Chainsaws & Hedge Trimmers 
Tel: 01588 638647/638638 

www.gbryanjones.co.uk 
Come and take a look at our new shop 

refurbishment  

 


